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ABSTRACT > s 

These ideas and suggestions for teaching children of 
all ages' the basic^ skills^ are for use by both parents and teachers. 
The first materials provided are information for parents regaling 
their role as teachers, providing experiences for children %o learn f , 
and encouraging children to think and respond. Activities are then 
suggested for teaching the alphabet, simple sounds and words, and 
reading readiness. More suggest ion s' f,or teaching children to read 
follow. A section of skills' and basic Activities charts activities 
that teach a reading skill, basic and related activities, and , 
materials needed. A variety of skills are then cohered, with 
directions provided for teaching a child to estimate, tell time, and 
use fractions. Other' activities are described that use newspapers and 
magazines to involve the child in identifying pictures, ba^ic shapes, 
letters, and animals and in creative writing. Suggestions for usyig 
kitchen and vacation experiences for teaching are mad^e. A mastery 
list for first grade reading level, news 'article, and bibliography 
are appended. (YLB) ^ ' 4 
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INTRODUCTION 



The following ideas and suggestions for teach- 
ing children the basic skills may be used by both 
teachers and parents. "Creative .teachers -and parents 
have utilized these and a multitude of additional, 
ideas throughout the years. These "down to earth" 
specific activities can be used by the trained and 
the novice to make lea^l^ng fun and beneficial to 
Children of all ages. 
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SELF-ESTEEM 



I HAVE FEELINGS 
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THE TENDER PATH' FOR PARENTS 




Th€ touch of love is worth a thousand- 
A smile of ' encouragement heals a smalyi 
Some good food and family fellowship 
Spread the important feeling of contentment* * 
and wel 1 being. 

Praised at the time 'of every achievement 
always leadsto much greater things. 
Angry rooks* rude behavior or ugly, hard_words 
can whisk away confidence in one jarring blow. 
But to lead a child gently through times of ~" 
learning can bring rewards beyond all measure. 
Just to s,ee the light of understanding shine 
and hear a gleeful voice proclaim, 
Now; 1 see it! 

- Nanette Gibson Carter 

Pike County Teacher, Retired 
2 
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All Parents Are Teacher&J 




Since the beginning of time, afrll *pare^ts have 
been the child's first teachers, whether we wish to 

' \ 

admxt it or not-whether good or bad. „ Early pioneer . 
•parents were masters in the ability to utilize every- 
day materials that .were available / and>therefore taught 
their children many basic skills, even though* -they may 

not have been aware that this learning was going on. 

. / ' ' ' • f 



/ 



\ m ' "• • • th ® fact remain's that how, perhaps more 
than ever\before, the family and school together must 
-be. held accountable for the right of every learner to be 

fully educated, a right which' together they both guafan- 

1 ' * . • 

. tee.^ 1 /, ' 

r 

■ ■ The home environment still is the most powerful 
. factor in determining how a child will do in school, says 
. 4 educator Benjamin Bloom* at the- University of Chicago.. 
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^tini, Mario D. , "The Right to Quality JEducation, 
Educational Leadership , January, 1981, p, -236. 
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Give Your Child Many 



/ Children Learn by Doing 1 

• *> 
Your children need' many experiences. Begin at' 

* * ♦ 

birth to involve your child in his world ground him. 
Talk 'to^ him in adult talk as you cuddle. and take care 
of him. . 

, Take trips and talk about what you see. 'Point out 
the wonders of nature and help him to train his eyes to 



'see. " 



• .Walk! Walk! Walk! Walk or stroll around the neighbor- 
hood, park, fields'-, woods, etc Look and talk! When you 
visit, the grocery store, extend his vocabulary. Teach 
him' to read picture labels and then the words. Children 
will learn a wealth qf words as you make these experiences 
fun and learning activities. 



• Go fly a. kite 1 Wabch a butterfly~f lit- among the 

'flowers, watch the b.irds fly through the air. Examine 

a discarded nest. Smell t&e flowers. Watch an 'ant, bed 

working and building. Read about- 'these wonders of 

» •* * * 

nature and give your children a glimpse into,*theSe 

miracles. * 

•V 

Talk about tfre world of *j?l ant s and animals and all 
the world of nature. 



j , -.1 




. Read! ..Ra^ad! Read! Read many .books to your phildren. * 
Httad about peopl~fe~pla~ces # , ?nd things in the world around 
them and about places they cannot go^ t 



DIALOGUE 



Help your child to learn to: * 
.1. Listen-really listen and follow instructions. 

.2. Express his ideas-speak in complete sentences 
and grow in using a variety 'of words. - 

3. Look at a picture and see what is happening or 

• what is missing. VjV 

• > * % * 

4. Retell some of the things 'that happened in a * 

story. ; # 

♦ i • 

i ♦ 

5> See events in proper sequence and order. What' 
happened first, what happened next. . 

6. Be able to recognize articles and objects that* 
either are alike or aire different'. 

7. Make believe-encourage your , child r to pretend': 
play mama, play daddy-, play school, play teacher 
play student. Vr 

c ' . 
8.. Encourage your chitd. to ask questions. Why? ' 
Where? How? Who? Encourage the curious mind!? 



* Through^ thi's avenue your ^children will have practice 
'in reading aloud,' for the more they read the better reader 

they will become. - «K 

When your children 1 learn to re^d and read well, they 
will gain a better self-concept and feel good about them- 
selves as they explore the world of the written ' word. . 

. Be pleased and proud if. your children are inquisi- 
tive and. interested and want to know things. Answer the 
questions as patiently and intelligently as you can-on 
their level, but no "talking down" to them. Of course, 
you will not know all 'the answers; but you can help them 
find the answers in books at home or elsewhere. Help 
establish the "let's find out" attitude at a young age. 
Remember the ancient Chinese proverb that says, 



"Tell me, f 
I forgotL 
Show me, 
I remember. 
Involve me, 
I understand." 



Repetition helps 'nail it down! Stretch the imagina- 
tion!. Reach beyond the here and how of reality . 



* V 
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jReading Unlocks the World 

/ 



ENCOURAGE YOUR CH1LVREN TO THM AND RESPQ HD! 

'* ^^l/y 0 &* U6 I* 1 *** thinking and idea* ~#MUgh*th£Oi ipeak- 

* - • '0 **« 

2/ S#t<^w that they 6houM think ' white th&y read;, help- thm to increue 
expand V0CabutaAy ' abUUg to expre*6 s theiA thinking voUZ 

3. Open */re dooju to the. world o& mu&ic and lead' you*. children In&ide- 
beg^ngat buvth. The lullabiu, nuutry rhyme*, and expru^n* 
o i love, that parent* have Aung to their children .throughout the. aqu> 
have taught youngUeja many new worcL^ and understanding*. They twin 
new twrd* while they respond to the rhythm- o& the m*ic , 

A* children grow and learn to to.ve nu&ic, *they learn to- clap and make 
body movement* to thu,/ihythm a* they relax and expre** their inner . 



5. 



Reeling* 

Encourage your^chool to provide adequate time and creative eapeM- 
.ence* ioK your children in all- the art*. R'emember-add the arZ tor- 
a total education. 4 



1&T<? M AKE AN ALPHABE T BOOK "AND l.EARN 



. To help your child l-?a'rn che letters 
01 the alphabet and have fun doinc it- 
many items arou:,d the home can be ut> 




4. T.if/v «•/{»: I/-, 1 ) ■» .j. • j ' < i 
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LET'S GO A STEP FURTHER 



&s the child cir6ws in t-h i c . c v * i i u„ 

i-up<ajfed ,. N 'a' wit. HdQ.x, window, etc 9 
■ 3. the chiid vatuMA he should -.beg in Uacin* and • 

•vi-'-ltg/U movement. ; n ■ 

_ • . v 

rUphabet.-A.sk you*. chUd to cut cut- pictuiel that 

**tk tack tutiK and wte tt „Wil, 
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'down :p^?'t»« Ht> u;b?c/ Each atrac^ < c^'ta ^v»» fU , 

, a>ttf iead4 <t^atcu£: ly thi w\d vxtzhcs flat s{ a*ur ??i: K ^ o< u/i»v.' 

ctnda, f/tew roa</ Vafee ffci'se ca' 1 ?^ V< fvot/ oar wd f/i/w. I», r • 1 1 5 
Am:/ each "r'a:/^ t&id* c± i.w5 ^avt.ti Kvctaf f 



\ 



v . t -a. Mote a'oMCuu* nvida car b<' iubaf < fu*\ d* 
' • . a«s the chvfdxvn maStzf th* b£p<»;#j<,. i <o< 

•* • " • ' ' (Appendix M ' ' o * 



I 

' no 



was v 'man hop box sit 



run 



aid 



wa * k ( not • when 



r*ed • .six yos LjJ 




Cne'chud *\o»d »crc/'f:i( »'u? pCt^Vi ,A ' 
wio'Oi iWuc* t/uf :ca>'d o: fhe<* , /~c. 

b ; Paifo f*u** o<c£a*&6 fjigdthc* a ou'c^ * 

i>td ovet: **° M . * 

* • 

c. Kt a tune Afifeat am^/iw ^o««j vacc/ 
y {« -U'io* ) , *a*\d levQ&t the att<.v<.t t f. : 

d. £ontoxu& until <Ua1 fdrfg i'c»cvi4 a^e ^'ca^iec(. 

f/fc chitd 4& xeAdy^oi thzm. 

^'.th be p^e.^Ciit^c/ a>A:.e 

ee e •/ 

Pictures usLU bo. ^eiected that .i<t.e,xch 

\ ' : ' 
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READING READINESS 



> 
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2. 



Encourage your' child to cut out pictures of grocery 
"items from newspapers. Help him to group them into 
certain categories: 

^ (a) vegetables 
meats 

fruits^ 9 \ . 

\" % (b) Things used to wash clothes and 

. ' • clean house - x ' , 

• « * 

. ,' (c). Things' to drink 

• id) Things he would -buy first • 

Cut .out the headlines that are in large letters' from several 
newspapers and place in a box. 

* 

Oh.'Monday ask the^child to draw a red circle around all A's. 

On Tuesday ask the^child to draw a blue circle '-around all 
W's, etc. . 

As -the child progresses, the instruction may be written for 
the child to follow.' - 

The game is played, ."What Letters Do I See?", The child tries 
to identify as many letters in sequence as possible from any 
written material, , - 




AOs/ 
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Fuh for fhe Whole Family 



LET'S LEARN TO READ ! 
HAVE YOU READ TO YOUR CHILD TODAY ? 
PARENTS - YOU CAN HELP YOUR CHILDREN LEARN TO READ! 

1. Read to your child from a" very early'age. 

2. Read yourself .and share what yQju read. 

3. Listen to your child, read. Discuss what has been reag. 

4. Encourage. your child to talk- and really listen. • ' 

Encourage the development of speaking in complete 
sentences*?- \ 

5. Give your child books for gifts on birthdays, etc.* ^oin 
a book Club on'his level* m . 

6. Subscribe to a daily newspaper. Read articles aloud and 
discuss. * * 



Encotirage your child to establish this habit as soon as 
..possible. \ , ^ 



Encourage the clipping of ads, pictures, letters, etc. 
• * » 

7. Join and use your public and school libraries. Secure a 
card for your child and let him choose the books he (wants 
to read. . x ^ 

8. Medicine-cabinet reading -\ concentrate on reading labels 
on bofctles, boxes, jars, and'tfubes found in* the, bathroom. 

Use only those that are not . dangerous and poisonous with 
small children. This will als\> aid in teaching that no 
drug is put into the body without parental instructions. 

\ 

9. Reading in the kitchen - read the labels on cans, .boxes, . 
etc. This teaches the names of contents and can lead to 
the reading of menus and measurements of contents used in 
preparing recipes. 
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10 ' -Srdfof^i^?? -° hobb Ml- reading record covers, 
eards of sports figures, instructions for playinq aames 
construction of models-, etc. - Paying games, 

^ ea ?i n ^ si gns^en. traveling - reading and playing games 

!no llcert r' Pl ! teS from certain locations? ?ead-' 

ing directions and roa^.maps. ' 

12. Reading' charts placed in strategic places throuahnnt- +-h a 
home and changed periodically might include: * * 

■ a ' l VA^ ^^ om d °M - laAge chaht otf a poem that 
" ^i^oo^ «*« ** «•* tim. In 

fa. l/ocabo^t/ tt*t orf new wotda -the iamUy.hu been oX&- 
cw^jig ^ *he neua 6e p^ced on ^.tcfe orf *he 6a*n*oom 

C ' Sflf" 4 "fti on dooi. 

fox the. young .chad a ^mple picture can be &ub- 
.. AUtuted 6oi a wond he. my not be able to lead in 
the ient&ncu. 

d. Schedule ion Uudy, quiet time, bath*, meaU, etc 
. .!» can fre p*acerf on buUetun boaAd and ckUd encouraged 

tg nead and iollow, ' , H 

LET'S PLAY GAMES i 

iSSSS? a i time t0 Play gam6S in the home ' f These mi 9 h t •. 

- a * KSv^J 7 : G i v V2 me facts character in a 

book, historical figure, or famous person in sports- — 

Sf m*"5 th f>^hild identify the person. As the 

- pF&tt&r provide the clu ^ s *«*** you 

■ b. Where do I live? Repeat the process above exceut 
. - \ SSpEry? id6n ? ify Stat6S ' countries/CMS? 




t 
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SKILL 



BASIC ACTIVITY 



RELATED ACTIVITY 



\ 



MATERIALS 



-Making "Word Families" 
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With your child, select some basic 
words to build *"word families", 

'Encourage him to build as many as 
he can by adding a beginning. 

Example^ , x . 

old 

sold 

hold 
• mold 

bold . . " r 

cold » 
' fold .. . 

gold . _ . 

told 




Excitement Lies Ahead 



Include other \ groups of 
letters such as: 



an 
en 
ay 
et 



Read aloud all the words 
that are built and 
gradually move jjLnto more 
difficult ones 



Construction paper 
for writing words 
cut into strips, * 
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SKILL 



BASIC ACTIVITY 



Recognizing s^ght 
words and understand- 
ing categories 



r 



To recognize words on cards an'd 
be able to place them into proper 
category. 

Print on each box or bag one of 
these categpries: 



Animals 



To 



Food 



fri'nt one word on each card from 
the list below. Turn the cards 
upside down. Let your child 
choose one card at a time, xead 
the word, and place ' in the 
appropriate box. „ 



box 


kite 


egg. 


dog 


top 


apple 


cat 


•doll ^ 


bread 


goat 


truck 


milk 


camel 


skates 


peach 


deer 








RELATED ACTIVITY* 



Categories, and words 
change to make easier 
or more difficult to 
meet the level of the 
child. 



(Children also enjoy 
t^fs activity -on x rainy 
days . ) % 



MATERIALS 



3 boxes or bags 

3' x- 5 index cards 
or paper cut into 
strips 
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SKILL" 






t BASIC ACTIVITY 


0 

RELATED ACTIVITY 


* ■ 


Making words 
sentences 


into 

4 


• 


Make up 4 simple sentences and 
write them in three tpajrts on 
three different colors paper. 

Example: 

Green Paper Yellow Blue 

You ' - 0 S rim home 
They walk to the 

# movies ~ ^ 


Make up. more difficult 
wortis and phrases to be 
used in sentence struc- 
ture as the child pro- 
egresses. This leads to 
recognition of subjects 
and predicates and-parts 
of speech. ^Children 
may take turns in 
makijig up t words and 
phrases for each group . 


*S colors of strips 
of paper 

* 

' 1 ^ 








etc. 






4 

M 

• 


• 

* 


J 


* Place all the green pieces in 
one group, thejyellow in' an- 
other groupr, etc. Ask your 
child to make up sentences by 
taking a word or phrase from 

'each' group. Ask him to read the 
sentences aloud.,, j 

/ % 

i 


* 

> 


■ :'-r ' 

4 ' * 


* 




/ 


* 

* • V 


•> 
i 






i 






V 
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BASIC ACTIViTY 



Select a picture and ask your 
child to descrffte what he; sees. 

Write down all the descriptive 
'word^afodHE&rases on paper. 

Ask' questions to encourage more 
answers.. As how the person in 
the picture must feel, why he 
faels-that way;. How he thinks 
he' would feel in the sdme 
situation. 

4 

Arrange all the descriptive 
words on a large. chart and read 
them together. \Rep.eat every few 
days. Use the words to describe 
other pictures, people, series, 
etc: Use them* in sentences and 
try to bring them into ihe 
dinner conversation. 



? RELATED ACTIVITY 



Continue with vocabu- 
lary building and 
charts as new words # 
are learned and used. 

Ask the child to read 
an article in the 
newspaper and mark the 
words that are used to 
describe a scene, an 
accident or event. 

Place several objects 
in a paper ;bag. Close 
the bag and let your 
child slip his hand 
in and touch one of the 
objects and describe 
how it* feels /. 

Example: Use 3 whole 
coconut, etc. 

Write down the descrip- 
tion. 



MATERIALS 



Colorful and interest- 
ing ' pictures that 
appeal to all ages and 
£hat express a feeling 
or sense of beauty. ' \ 

paper * v 
pencil 

a paper bag of objects 
to touch and feel* 
newspapers 
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SKILLS 



BASIC ACTIVITY 



, My Vocabulary 
" 1 . beautiful 

2. lovely 

3. pidturesque 

4. colorful 

5 . sad 

6. tired. 
& 7 . worried 

8. pretty 

9. exquisite - 
10 f > T bonny 



4^ 



RELATED ACTIVITY 




My Vocabulary 

1 . hard 

2 . rough 

3. coarse 
4 . . round 

^5. uneven 

6 . bumpy 

7 . hairy' 

8 . craggy 

9 . ragged 

10. shaggy 

11. scraggy 

12 . wrinkled 

13. sc^ly 



MATERIALS 




SKILLS 



K> 

o 



' 29 - 
ERiC , - 



) 



BASIC, ACTIVITY * 



Read aloud a* paragraph from a 
story. List the words that 
describe something 'in the story. 
Use- these words in a paragraph 
your child writes. Discuss the 
word£ and what they mean'. 

Continue vocabulary 'clevelopment : 
* 

Write the words on one strip of 
paper and the meaning on another 
strip. Ask your child to match 
the words with their meaning. 

During the meal, play the game 
with all the family-one gives a 
'd^scriptive word and another 
telld what it means.. 

> \ • 
Discuss * and describe a • sunset 
in a variety *of ways* 



RELATED ACTIVITY 




Adventures with books 



MATERIALS 



7 ♦ 
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CONTINUE TO THINK AND MAKE JUDGMENTS 

* '» 

Can your child make decisions? Help your chi'ld develop 
this skill. This -can begin at an early age on a simple scale 
as .the child decides WJ^at he wants for a meal and you help ^ 
him se,e that, if he, is choosing only sweets he is not'making 
a wise decision, > 

As he grows and 4 develops in the "everyday world" , he can 
begin to develop skills for making wise decisions and solving 
pr obi ferns. » 

Ask your child to read a . story or an article from a 
magazine, newspaper, or book. Ask him questions such as: 

U Dot*. jit hdvz moiz than one po66lblz tolutionf 

2. Voqm he agizz vuith thz idea thz author pKeAentb? 

■> * 

3. Could hz havz handled JX a di^eAtnt (My? _ 

4. What should bz donz kbout itf 

5. What (viz thz important &a&t6? 

6. (phut utiJUL happzn ih hz bottom tfoiough uxith hi6~idzcrf 

7. Wftete con hz hind addLcUonal mtvtial on thz tubjectl 

&. How can thz oftotcbni zxpKuizd on ftv., by hit hhAwU, homily, 
etc. help him mofee a tuae dzd&ion? 9 ^^h/:m 



LET'S LEARN TO ESTIMATE ! 
Teach your child ,to speculate - to estimate . This 
technique can give" your .child good' experiences in solving ' 
problems and also provide fun as he develops this skill 

7, Give, kim, thought-pnovoking question* tuck cu>: 

> • 

a. How many^tepi li U inom the. table to the 
neinlgeAaton? 

' \ ' v ' 

^ . l fa. How many cam oi toup axe on the panbiy iheli? 

, • -'• 1i we eat one can a t day, how long would It take 

ion. the iamUy to eat aU the ioap? < 

LET ' S LEARN TO. TELL TIME 

Clocks^em to fascinate each child. He is interested 

in knowing what time it "is as soon, as he becomes aware that 

his life evolves around time , h. child feels great when he 

lean tell you what time it is instead of asking you. 

* /. Ltee papen. plate* on. an old clock In thlM exvuuMe. \Xhe the top 
^ hide oi the. plate ipn the iace. oi the clock. 

Z. White, the mmboM aAound the edge otf the plate. 

3. Cut* out tux) WUp6 otf papzA ion the hand*- - one long 
ana one 6nont. a 

4. Kttach thi hand* to tlie plate- with a bnad. 

t t 

5. Show, thi child wheAz the. hand* am when It l& bedtime.. ' 

. 6. Pnactlce. tku {on Mesial night*. Then add mealtime., etc. 

7. Head a Uony to him that hoi a time. o{ day mentioned. Show him 
the. time, on the. clock. 

\ Mafee a schedule, chant. *fc s * 

9. Show him whem the. hand* ale. when It'* time ion Him to Qet op, etc. 
Gradually add other experiences until, he learns the sftifl 

.of telling time. ' - 

22 



LET'S LEARN FRACTIONS . 
Beoin at an' early age with simple" fractions. * 
4. Cut an apple, in hajLi and tali about it. % . / 

2. -U*e a meuwung mp and iiU it Mi wate*. ' Talk about how much 
mJtvt you have. 

3. till the. cap kali W now and dacto* tow much mteJi you nave, now. 

4 let the,- child pAacti.ce. meja&uKing one, -cap and one,-haU cup. f ok 

' %^toJ$U%i memo*.;***, dUed bean, etc. wUl you 
ajic busie. he. undeMtandi what one. cup and one,-hali cup mem. 

5 Let km cut a pie. in onc-hali and cut- a ititk o< olex, in oni-kaU. 
.TkVTkom him that onc-kali doe* not almy* **<f* *» a «*• . 

6. Let kJw-txy a tixple. UcJtpt oA^ig one-fort* . and when he ^ ^ ( 
t/oa mat/ ^wdace othVi ixactunh succutiully. 

' Voa can aJUo introduce, [mmvdng ipoon& and otheA item that can be. 
m&uuAtd and counted. 
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LET'S USE OUR NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES 
A wealth of teaching materials is usually found in 
each home and discarded daily. Let's put our newspapers 
and^magazines to additional use and h^lp our children learn! 
'learn! learn! 9 , 

1 . PictuAet - Shcute thi piz&Let htfk youA chitcUen, begiming at 
a veny eanty age. * - w 

a. Begiw with a simple pieXu/ie and pnonouce bot£ i^^that it 
what it it* 

fa. VfrtcuA* vMat it thorn In the pictu/ie at the ckUd pno- 
wkettet. Latest, let him teJU you what he beet Jin the 
pixitu/te. Thit should pnogKUb Inom one-wotd antwe/u 
unttlJie it uting' sentence* to expttet* tofiat he 4e.e6. 

2. BatixTshape* - Let jfum . $ind at many o& the batic 6 hope* at he 
can in the jpiztuAet [cbtclet, tquaAet, KectanQlet, tAianglet). 




3. LeXtvt Clattijitlatijon - 
* 

a. Cut lettent inom the headline* and let youA child 
identify them, place them in»ttquence, and lead the 
alph&bet. [Thete may be kept in an envelope ok ioldejt 
- ion. hvJitheA ate.) 

fa. Latest he may tell the tound ai voeJU at the name. 

c. Thit activity may alto lead into the tame activity 
uting the tmaJU, ok lovoeA cote, I'etteAt. 

d. The letteAt may alto be ttfed to hpeJUL out wtdt at 'the 
• child advance*. 
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burnt Ctaibljlcjatlon ^ * 



a. Cat oat picture* otf atiunaJU. Help the chltd to /tecog- f 
nize and cJLoibbihy them* ^ 

6. 0>c4cu64 urfieAe tftey waa£d be Xoand. // 

c. Labefc 4ome boxw o* envelope* fen.- the ckUd to bont the. 
pleXuAlb into:' 

\ (Joand on tfa/tjn , 

(found. <6t zoo ' 
«■ • 

hound In wood* 
abed jJo/L pe£6 
CfiWtlvt Uniting - 

, - . & 

a. Choose a ptctu/ie and aafc j/oua ckctd to wnlte'a (Jew 
bentencu about what It toJULb f Thlb cQuld advance 
• until he can mite a whole btony ab 11 he weAe^a 
, * nepontvi. 




6. Choobe a 4<to*y. Remove the ending. Abk the child to 
mite how hz thlnkb the tto/iy ended. 1 Compote what he. hob 
wuAten with the neat btotvy. 

c. A&k youA ckitd to chooser a Inont page.. Have him lead a 
' headlbie that intine&U him. K&k hm to wJLte hti own 

headline &otithe Uonjy. A&k km to tell what happened in 
I sequence In the. 4toiy <u ii he mm. thefie. Ut, 2nd, etc. 

d. VUcjovza thi dliizAznce bztwzzn tact, jantaiy , and %pinjpn . 
Help you/L child dibcoven. the di^e/imce between a jGujZj 

a ianta&y, ^id an opinion . . - 

(A fact lb Inionnatlon that lb txue. A jantaby lb an 
Imagined iancy.* An opinion lb what someone thlnkb .) 

bead asUiclu aloud together.' VUeuu-U they me "jact 
ok janta^y . Why ii it not tmt 01 baJUe, etc. Then a&k ' 
the cJUZd'to KemJUte it to be what JUt i& hot. 
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\ Encourage your children to express their ideas in 
and pr^ose. , 

foi^what lt> youA Ufa, 

but bitt> and piece*. . 
A bit oi ktndnut hem, - ' ' 

loth oi laughteA, 
I Joy In the. mining,. ' s 

Tuva at night, * 1 
Sohaow that? colon* th£ tool, 
, LaughteA oi chiWien, 
Love, In theXA eye*, 1 
fThote. who count you worthy ^- * ■- " 

^Jjiould live my Hie out 

a imaJUL heu&e; * 
On the edge oi a wood, 
with one ! love, 
My bookt>, good.mu&Ajc 
and- natuAe, 

'* • And wotk a plot oi land. ' - 

- Olene F.' Ba/vwn 

In the t>tiltne&& oi 
The night white cotton 
BalU ialt fam the iky. 
The wind let6 out a veAy 
Sad cAy. 

And t&e. big black . 
Villom mzeX in a 
• " Con^eAencz while, the. 

Big watzAiall oveAltom 
In the. sky. 

- Kim Vyku 
• ~* 11 yojxte old 

2-4-80. • , 

A Long Jotmnzy 

In the. stillness' o{> the. night 
A tiny de.eA is slze.ping 
While, it* mothek 
ComfafrfS 
It 

Fo* wfeen they puoake. they must 
• r Tiavel* on fan. thzy a/te 

Hot theJie. yeZ 
* y if jU 

A tofig journey. 

-Kim Dyke* 



poetry 





In early May I remember you, Papa, 
As I hoe £he string ^beans I can 
Visualize your garden across the road 

. ill front of . the house, 
I find, myself straightening during the 
Hoeing' &nd I stare down the hollow, •» 

down across the broad 

flat fields phat you 

took 9o much pride in. 
In your lifetime these fields bloomed. 
How beautifully 'the crops were planned " ' 
And lovingly worked by faithful 

tenants Who plowed 

'the veity finest mu£es 
* in Lebanon community, - 
You were a good farmer. You loved 
Your land and you ;Lnstillecf that 
D#ep conviction injfcd' each" of your children. 

Papa, the* fields are yet broad and flat 
Atjd smooth. Your two grandsons are 
Now plowing blue machines 'over the 
Big field where the ghostly chestnut 
Trees stood, Ott% tractor is spraying . 1 
a powerful chemical * on the ground. The 
, stuff keeps weeds from 

cora^^up. Imagine, Pa^Ta, 

no hoeing the corn and 
peanuts,, ever! 



The corn^is now over a foot high. Charles 
Laid the Marion field by last week. The 
Hammock on the river was to replant, 
Surprisingly, Would you believe, they're 
.Just putting the peanuts into the ground! 
In your day, by now, they'd be barred 'off . 

m " 

% 

A soft breeze brings the sweetest 
'Scents ever. It's a mingling of China 
Jfceirry blooms and fc'he running honey 
Suckle. When you and I used -to Walk , 
Over the farm, we talked about such <* 
Things. # Remember hoy you taught me 
the names of trees,* ^ 
how to recognize birds, 
how to tell time -by your shadow, 
* and how a person becomes? 

I do. 9 

These days I find myself thinjcing 
k whole lot like you. *I just, can't 
Garden the way you did. Somehow • 
I can't fertilize things right. The 
O atroes, for instance, appear to be 



Stunted, But the weightier things 
Are deeply ingrained ^in me. You taught 
me to respect and revere nature, 
to fiercely protect freedom, 
to work hard and produce, 
and to love your land. 



Here is my garden, in the ecstasy of a lat 

Spring afternoon, trampling on Holy 

Ground, you are with me* I . 
feel your presence 

quietly, accompanying * 
r *me as I pa6se. * * 

again and listen to the 
Song of the first whipperwill. We always 
. did like that, didn't we? 

- By Patsey Harris Lucas 
, r Creative Teacher 

Shellhorn School 

** Pike's Peek at the Past, Vol* III 
Pike County Schools, Troy, PiC 




e. find an anticte in a magazine, on nempapeA. Read ~thz 
article to yowi thUd. ViAcuu the. fccta and opinion* » • 
pAUented. Viictu* vky they. oKe fact* oi opinions ot 
' the wicteA. 0 • • 

. ({. FincTanotheA article.:- . Aafe i/oua ckc£d -to d/uw one £ute 
unde* -the rfac&.-cn -the axtidLi andtcUcle the opinion*,. • 

_ g. Practice neuvutaiq oAticle* and change opinion* to /acts 

and exp^.e44 own opinion*. 

. . - - ^ f 

6 * ?* e F ^-^ e ; A &-E*<M*"e rfo*-tfa*e page*. Wacuw how you 
6-oid -the 4-to*e w>neAe <t/ie be^t bui/4 can be (found. 

a. Man a menu. P^end t/oa have $10.00 to spend rfo* dome* 
m 4. Let youK child do selejtfive haying fan a balanced 
meal. When fie Aeady, let kun do the baying. 

b. Gat oat mmvuxLs. Place in uivOopu. Let yoaA\p>ie- 
schooloA IdOAn to recognize and, read thesn. Latpc, cue 

H thw £vi kbn to place in sequence. [They my tie parted 
^ on construction papeJi o* candbocjid so they uiill ,lcu>t 
- £ong<^i and 4*and oat, ) 




c. Cot oat jatatatea o£ cam o& tfood ok othvi Urn*. Let 
yoati pie-schooleA count the picXwtu and place the 
collect .nusneAal buide it. Let him sont numehals and 
aAA£wgexn>touu> going h>wm le&f to nJjgkt . 

— * 

fa>k yoiU child to Head the. gnoceAy ads., * 

a. Ask kun to then hind woids In the nempapeA that describe' 
^testis he sets in the ads: 

* • breads / ' 

Clonjox 

soap 

bncom 

, ■» 

s ' milk 
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6. A^fe kim to toute- the adjicUvoA by the. iXesn.- [He 
might be challenged to add to the tut each day. fax 
a week a* a context to iee how many he can pe&'ubtu 
ibid. 1 v 




WE 'LEARN -IN THE KITCHEN 

Learning becomes fun when all the family join in Che 
activities. As soon as a child recognizes the different 
utensils used in eating, he can be taught to place likes 
and unlikes in sets; all spoons together, forks, knives, etc 

1. Learning Names •* v 

.a. What are the names of the. different, utensils? 

b. How many spoons j3o we have? forks? knives? 

Do we -have the same number of each_ utensil? * 
„ If not, which one do we have the most of? 
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2. As 
and 



Y r?nJ h ^ ld V r °S resse s he can also be taught "loft* 
£iah£ directions by teaching him to Bet'tSe^le 



He can easily learn that 'the fork is placed on 
the left -side of the plate and the knifHrd 
spoon o„. the ri^ht side. Gradually placing the 
glass and the napkin can be added as he*lear,ns 

.Let-him count the number of people eatina and 
^number of plates he wi.ll.need. ^ary^the 
number of plates you give him and let'Sm HguA 
out if he needs more plates or if he has too 
wny.^ This will h'elp hin, learn toldd^nd^ub- 





What's Cooking? 



Unpack 'the groceries together - 

a: Count the cans that' have 'been bought, 
b. Place the cans that are alike together. ' 

C '' 5?2 pic 5 ures > on th * cans and boxes. 

Find- the words that tell what it contains. 

d. Examine the letters. 1 

e. What letter'does it begin, with? » 

f. - End' with?' _ .. . \ 

*' soui^ 3 ?^ intr ^ uce ^ask^hat-the beginning 
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1 h. Which group contains the most? 
4 * Teaching -shapes and sizes - Begin with rounds shapes . 

a, Examine round plates -.-dinner, salad plates, 
dessert plates, paper plates, soup bowls, 
baskets, table, etc. 

b. As the round shape is explored, gradually look 
' . for the square, rectangle , etc. in other rooms 

' or the house. 

T . • .... 

cr? An interesting game to play is to have your 
child visit each room and name or list each • 
shape found in the home, such as: 

saua£e 5 round - rectangle 

" ^*ta£le v * lavatory bed 

clock door 

.Help .your child learn to recognize and name 
these shapes L J 

* v * ' " \ . *" 

5. Estimating distances - * . ■ 

. a. Count the steps fxom.-the table to the -sink and 

talk about vthe .distance, 'Practice the. same task 
^with other items in the kitchen., 

b. Talk about which item is closer, farthest away. 

c. Jsf progress is, made, estimate the ^distance from 
the table to the bed, etc. 

^^d. Introduce measurement by ruler, tape measure, * 

' * » . * 

e. can you -estimate how many miles it is- from the 
Jtousfe td*- your. grocery store? Let's f ind ,6ut 
..^and- lead into measurement of miles: 

6. .Machihes - What is a machine? 'What' machines are • 
■• t used in. the kitchen? * 4^ • 

„ a. Explore -and taW about the items'in your kitchen. 

b. Help y 0) jir child learn the name of each item and 
what it is used for. , 



-30 



c. Later,, names of machines will be discussed 
and matched to iteftis. Begin with: 

Lever - (fork, spoon, etc,) 5 

- .Weidge - (knife) ' , * • • 

Wheel - (mixer) ! 4 

Inclined plane - (steps, etc) 

d. How many of each can you find in the house? 
-This could be a good time, to emphasize 
biggest and smallest . 

Let's Measure and Cook ! - As your Children cut their, 
teeth oh the colorful measuring spoons^ and measuring 
cups,- they can gradually be led to see' the difference 
in sizes. You have seen them measure and pojar in the 
sandbox. Now, in the kitchen, let' them experiment and 
learn, what the measurements really are. ^ 

a. Let them practice 1/2 and l\:up. Use water , , 
for liquid measurement, and dry peas for dry , 

• measurement . ■ 

' b. Let them fSarn that to share an apple for two, 
it- is to be cut in halves. When they understand 
1/2, you might teach them 1/4, etc/ Each idea 

• should be used in the kitchen whileit is being 
leairned. • , . " \ 

c. Later, ' a^pie^can be cut in£o six parts for the 
family to share so that they gradually learn 
fractions. 

« . ■ < ' 

d. Jjet them gradually learn to list what is needed 
to bethought in order; to use a recipe. 

e. Let -y°U r child help you cook, by following the 

• directions of a simple recipe. - (An* adult* 
:can read the directions aloud if your fchild is 

• too young to read them.) ( . - ^ 

Following directions ih an important skill for 
"your child to learni So come on *and let 1 a cook' 
some grub for chow time for th$ family 1 
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EGG CARTONS HELP TEACH ! . 

* Egg cartons are always found around the home and" are y 
colorful and useful. 

1. Use for- storinVv letters and nuiuerals cut from maga- 
zines and newspapers, etc. ■ Label the outside with 

^ contents. for easy storage. 

2. Write a numeral in the bottom of eaclj" section - left 
to right and in sequence. 

a. Give your child a. box of materials such as old 
buttons, small rocks, dry beans, tooth picks, 
coins, etc.. The*child is to .put the C9rrect 
number of objects in the bottom of each section.. 
(One object in the numeral section, etc) ^ 

b. When the child is able .to do this 4 correctly, he 
can- move to another carton where the numerals 
havQ been mixed up,, .and continue to repeat the - 

* learning process. ' ,„ 

c. Write combinations of numerals or single numerals 
on a card or small piece of* paper. The child is 
to find the answer and place In the proper slot. 
Example: 2+2 would be placed in the 4 slot," 
•etc. 

d. As^the child progresses, the cards can include 

4 . - sumx action and" multiplic^tipn. Place a rubber 

band around the cards ana store for a later garte< 

3. Use a carton and write a letter of the alphabet in 
capitals in the bottom of each section -.starting 
.with A-Z in order froiti left to right. 

a. Give your -child a box containing the letters 

m ,of the, alphabet (in small letters) . Let him ' 
> put 1;he .matching letters in the corrett slot., 

b. ^For a very young child* you may begin, by match- 
. ing capital letters and then move to smaller 

letters. • ■ \ 



c. This idea can also l be used for matching 
pictures with the'beginhing sound to the 
• letter ih.tjje carton. Move to ending 
sounds and match- 

4. For practice in blends, mark blends in the bottom 
section of egg carton and play ^Lend Toss. 

a. ,The child will toss a button) or bean into 
the carton. He then says a word that begins 
with. the blehd«in which the object landed. 



bl cl cr. br ; str *<spr x 
pi tr<r dr pr fr gr . 



Suggested Words 



frog 
break 
great 
spring 
stripe 9 
plane 
. crack 



grape . 

-trick ; 
« 

prince 
• true \ 
block : 
close 
' drink . 



'0 , 4 
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TAKING A VACATION? LET 1 S ' LEARN 1 



Many skills can be learned of expanded while you are 
enjoying a vacation' Take, advantage of the time you are 
traveling to build some of these skills: " - , 

* ' ' ' 

rfJvJt Y oun 9 child, a game to enjoy is learning to 
recognize the numerals on license plates. 

. . a * ^ OU , ca } 1 OUt a number and ask him t\> look uYrtil 
he finds one. , - 

• - « 

b. You can vary the game by changing from numerals 
and asking him to find certain letters onthe - 
, plates. 

t 

• » 

c The older child might, enjoy identifying the , 
different counties or states on license plates. 
He may keep score and list them and total them 
, when the game is over. 

d. ; Encourage him to learn the abbreviation for the 

/ state. • 

/ - i 

u 

a. Carry an easy-to-read map along ^r a study * ■ 

puzzje.of the United State^ and let your child 
locate the states seen on hxe license plates on 
the map and mark them in color or place the states 
on the puzzle. , 1 

f . At the end of the trip, let him total the number 
of states he's marked. 

uiijuA*^* help your child broaden his horizons 
Help him, to- really » se e» the ; world around him*. " 

a ' SSi* ou ^ u thin ^ s in immediate surroundings, 
such as- the plants and animals. • 



b. Discuss these things, name and touch them when 
possible, discijss *what they are qsed for, etc* 

c. Listen to your child 1 s* reaction and the ideas 
he expresses • 

Select some activities" that fit your child's in- 
terest and level of development instead of gearing 
every plan for the adult. 

a. Collect brochures, anci postcards of sites visited 
and make a scrapbook. (See Appendix 8 and 9) 
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Mastery 


List For First Grade 


Level .Read ix\£ 




• 


i - 


Dolch Sight Words 




and 




stop 


♦what 


gave 


*of 


W1LI1 


thank 


♦wherfe 


give 


hi a 




then 


♦around 


going 


we % 


p xca y 


ate 


♦could 


n£d 




ClWd jr 


be 


take 


nas 


U F , 


CI JL JL 


*said 


before 


+ ±- Vl. X-N J-l 


can 


enrr 


*saw 


by 


j ust 


for 


at 


♦want 


call 


♦were 


f unnv 




*work 


us 


know 


get 


* hlark 

U la WIS. 


eat 


think 


let 


an 


1m» U \m 


cold , 


*walk * 


* ♦who 




c dine 


* la ugh 


if 


why 


pec 


U1U 


♦one 


into 


many « 


rt y*oo n 


ao 


• 

'♦now 


*16ng 


wish 


Llla L 


J- d ST. 


please 

• 


' made 




lid vc 


♦good 


♦they 


r *once 


tnem 


♦the 


• hp 
« tjt lie 


three 


old 


much 




1 1 lf£S 

j. ± Js.e 


*two 


or 


♦soon 


here 


* n pu 
i lew 


♦too 


♦from 


must • 


T 
± 


no 


>*was 


four > 


slefep 


JLii 


JJ JL Uc 


white 


, her 


' never 




ui i 


yellow 


him 


open 






will 


his 


♦our v 

V 




-Out. 


yes 


*how . 


1 

over 


little 




your 


* every 


*-n >■» 4~ -4" i r 

preuuy 




JL dll 


■ as 


*far 


♦round 


' mo 
Hit? 


Say 

* 


• ask . 


when < 


♦show 






♦biCown 


very < 


sing 


not" 


*some 


' * about 


♦.first ° 


use 


red 


♦down ' 


after^ 


five 


k got 


ride • 


#« find 


' * again 


fly 


( goes 


•run' > 


^y.this ' ^ 


an 

V 


♦found 


♦doe-a 



..f> ~* . * Phonetically irregular vowels 
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Child's development 
doesn't end with school year 



More and more educaton are urging 
parentt to become involved in their 
children's learning experience!. That 
includes more than just making sure 
V they do their homework. Advertiser 
education writer Cynthia Smith has 
arranged with a number of education 
specialists throughout Alabama to 
share ideas on how parents can help 
their children continue to learn 
through the summer. 

By CYNTHIA SMITH 
Advertiser Staff Writer 

Parents are taking a more active 
'^interest in their children's schools 
W and are finding there are many areas 
in which they can help at home, said 
Dr. Bobbie Walden of the state 
Education Departments 

To help tflbse parents get into the 
• teaching habit, the Community 
Education division of the state De- 
partment of Education, which Dr. _ 
Walden heads, offers parenting pro- 
grams in several of the 42 school 
systems vith'Coipifiunity Education 
programs. 

Dr. Walden said the programs are 
successful. 

The first thing, parents are told 
after entering one of the classes is 
"You can do it,"*Dr. Walden said. 
Parents usually need to build more 
•confidence in themselves, she added. 

She explained that many parents do 
- not realize how much they teach their 
children in the home or how many 
. opgprtunites they have to teach their 

sons and daughters without the con- 
fines of the classroom/ ' 
- Dr> Wakttn added that finding the 
time to spetf time with their children 
is often harder for parents than work- 
ing with the child. 

. "It's very easy to work with a 
child, but the parent has to set an 
example," she said. 

Dr. Walden asked, "How can you 
expect your child .to read and love 



books if they never see you read?" 

Reading can be. encouraged, 
through example, by parents who 
read. 

For example, Dr. Walden said pa- 
rents can "make an important occa- 9 
sion" of getting a library card. ' 

Parents with poor reading ability v 
can help their child in other ways, she 
said. 

They can select simple books and 
read aloud to young children, have 
the youngster read aloud to them and . 
use games that encourage reading. * 

As well as being a role model, the 
parent can also help Us child estate 
lifeh television watching habits, she 
said. i . 

Dr. Walden advised parents to "be 
selective 1 ' about what the family 
watches. 

M Encourage^your child to watch 
the* news 'and then discyss what 
• they've seen. *Youll be amazed by 
what they iearn," she said. 

Parents can also encourage their 
children to compare what they've 
seen on TV to what is in the daily 
newspaper, she said. 

A pilot program for parepts in Pike 
County is making similar sugges- 
tions, she said. 

The program was developed to 
show parents that they can help their 
child and to give them suggestions on 
how they can help. '* 

The program, she said; "helps the 
parent become more aware of their 
importance as a teacher and enables 
them to get .involved in practical , 
ways in their children's education." 

Teachers can't do it all, she said, 
echoing teachers and educators 
around the state. 

: Children are in school for less than 
eight hours a day, Dr. Walden said. A 
family's affect on. the child is usually 
much greater than that of the school. 



Dr. Bobbie Walden, Director 
Community Education Section 
- of the State Dept. of; Education 
• 4 . Montgomery, Alabama 
Mmtgomery Advertiser 
* , ' Jun*- 22, 1981 >, * ^ 
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Dear Parents , 



We're counting on you as we have through" all 
the years! Help us to teach your child, to make 
learning fun an^thallenging. 

Show your cI^iTd you love him. Listen to him 1 * 

Talk a lot! Hug/rtim, laugh * and let him knowr^y-eu- 
believe ifi him as v% join hands in instilling in 
him a love of- learning I 

. . be sure to set a good example. / If you^ 
are interested in learrrijtfg, yoOr child probably 
will be, too. Learning is a skill, and like 
other skills it improves* with practice - so give 
your child the practice he or she needs to develop 
.learning skills . " , ' 1 



1^ A Parent's Guide, Helping v Your Child Learn/ 
National School Public Relations Association , 
'1979, Arlington, Virginia, p. 9 
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